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‘ PART XVII
OFFICIAL LANGUAGE
CHAPTER I.—1.ANGUAGE OF THE UNION
343. Official language of the Union.—(1) The official language of the Union shall be
Hindi in Devanagari script.
The form of numerals to be used for the official purposes of the Union shall be the interna-

tional form of Indian numerals.

(2) Notwithstanding anything in clause (1), for a period of fifteen years from the commence-’
ment of this Constitution, the English language shall continue to be used for all the official pur-
poses of the Union for which it was being used immediatély before such commencement:

Provided that the President may, dﬁring the said period, 1by order authorise the use of the
Hindi language in addition to the English language and of the Devanagari form of numerals in
addition to the international form of Indian numerals for any of the official purposes of the Union

_ (3) Notwithstanding anything in this article, Parliament may by law provide for the use,
after the said period of fifteen years, of—
. (a) the English language, or

(b) the Devanagari form of numerals,
for such purposes as may be specified in the law.

: 344 Comm15510n and Commlttee of Parhament on ofﬁmal language —( 1) The Pre51—
: dent sha]l at the expiration of ﬁve years from the commencement of this Constltutxon and there-
- after at the expiration of ten years from such commencement, by order constitute a- Commlssmn
Whlch shall consist of a Chairman and such other members representing the different 1anguages
spemﬁed in the Eighth Schedule as the President may appoint, and the order shall deﬁne the
procedure to be followed by the Commission. :

(2) It shall be the duty of the Commission to make recommendations to the President as to—
(a) the progressive us‘e_ of the Hindi language for the official purposes of the Union;

(b) restrictions on the use of the English language for all or any of the official purposes
of the Union; '

(c) the language to be used for all or any of the purposes mentioned in article 348;
(d) the form of numerals to be used for any one or more specified purposes of the Union;

(e) any other matter referred to the Commission by the President as regards the official
language of the Union and the language for communication between the Union and a State or
between one State and another and their use.

1. See C. O 41.
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(3) In making their recommendatlon ; nder:clause (2) the Commission shall have due
regard to the industrial, cultural and sc1ent1ﬁc advancement of India, and the just claims and the
interests of persons belonging to the Non- Hlndl speaklng areas in regard to the public services.

(4) There shall be constituted a Commlttee cons1stmg of thlrty members, of whom twenty
shall be members of the House of the People and ten shall be members of the Council of States to
be elected respectively by the members of the House of the People and the members of the
Council of States in accordance with the system of proport10na1 representatlon by means of the
single transferable vote.

(5) It shall be the duty of the Committee to examine the recommendatlons of the Commis-
- sion const1tuted under clause (1) and to report to the Pres1dent their oplmon thereon.

(6) Notwithstanding anything in article 343 the Pre31dent may, after consideration of the
report referred to in clause (5), issue directions in accordance w1th the Whole or any part of that
report.

Chapter IL ——Reglonal Languages

345. Official language or languages of a State.—Subject to the prowsmns of art1cles 346
and 347, the Législature of a State may by law adopt any one or more of the languages in use in the
State or Hindi as the lang‘uage or languages to be used for all or any of the official purposes of that

Prov1ded that until the’ Leglslature of the State otherwme prov1des by law hthe Enghsh
_ language shall’ continue to be used for those official purposes within the State for Whlch it 'was
- being used immediately before the commencement of this Constitution. &

346. Official.language for communication between one State and another or be-
tween a State and the Union.—The language for the time being authorised for use in the Union
for official purposes shall be the official language for communication between one State and
another State and between a State and the Union:

Provided that if two or more States agree that the Hindi language should be the
official language for commumcatlon between such States, that language may be used for such
communication.

347. Special provision relating to language spoken by a section of the population of
a State.—On a demand being made in that behalf the President may, if he is satisfied that a
substantial proportion of the population of a State desire the use of any language spoken by them
to be recognised by that State, direct that such language shall also be officially recognised
throughout that State or any part thereof for such purpose as he may specify. :

CrapteR III.—LANGUAGE OF THE SUPREME COURT,
Hicu Courrts, ETC.

348. Language to be used in the Supreme Court and in the High Courts and for
Acts, Bills, etc.—(1) Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing provisions of this Part, until
Parliament by law otherwise provides—

(a) all proceedings in the Supreme Court and in every High Court,
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(b) the authoritative texts—

: (@) of all Bills to be introduced or amendments thereto to be moved in either House of
= "Pérhament or in the House or either House of the Legislature of a State,

. (u) of all Acts passed by Parliament or the Legislature of a State and of all Ordinances
o . promulgated by the President or the Governor Bk ok of g State, and |

: (ﬁl) of all orders rules, regulations and bye -laws issued under this Constitution or under
; any law made by Parliament or the Legmlature of a State

shall-be in the Enghsh language. o

(2) Notwithstanding anythmg in sub-clause (a).of clause (1), the Governor Y ¥ % of g State
may, with the previous consent of the President, authorise the use of the Hindi language, or any
other language used for any official purposes of the State, in proceedings in the High Court hav-
ing 1ts principal seat in that State: -

Provided that nothing in this clause shall apply to any judgment, decree or order passed or
made by such High Court.

(3) Notwithstanding anything in sub-clause (b) of clause (1), where the Legislature of a State
has prescribed any language other than the English language for use in Bills introduced. in, or
Acts passed by, the Legislature of the State or in Ordinances promulgated by the Governor ek x
of the State or in any order, rule, regulation or bye-law referred to in paragraph (iii) of that sub-
clause, a translatlon of the same in the English language published under the authority of the
: Governor S % % of the State in the Official Gazette of that State shall be deemed to be the authori-

tatlve text thereof in the Enghsh language under this article. :

349, Special procedure for enactment of certain laws relatxng to language. —Dunng
the perlod of fifteen years from the commencement of this Constitution, no Bill or amendment
making provision for the language to be used for any of the purposes mentioned in clause (1) of
article 348 shall be introduced or moved in either House of Parliament without the previous
sanction of the President, and the President shall not give his sanction to the introduction of any
such Bill or the moving of any such amendment except after he has taken into consideration the
recommendations of the Commission constituted under clause (1) of article 344 and the report of
the Committee constituted under clause (4) of that article.

CraPTER [V.—SPECIAL DIRECTIVES

350. Language to be used in representations for redress of grievances.—Every
person shall be entitled to submit a representation for the redress of any grievance to any officer
or authority of the Union or a State in any of the languages used in the Union or in the State, as
the case may be.

’[350A. Facilities for instruction in mother-tongue at primary stage.—It shall be the
endeavour of every State and of every local authority within the State to provide adequate
facilities for instruction in the mother-tongue at the primary stage of education to children
belonging to linguistic minority groups; and the President may issue such directions to any State
as he considers necessary or proper for securing the provision of such facilities.

1. The words “ or Rajpramukh ” omitted by the Constitution (Seventh Amendment) Act, 1956, s. 29 and Sch.

2. Ins. by s. 21, ibid.
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(f&Afer & STHART R0%8 wid gEiia)

Maharashtra Act No. V of 1965

Maharashtra Official Languages Act, 1964

(As Modified upto 26th January 2016)
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MAHARASHTRA ACT No. ¥V OF 156512
[THE MAHARASHTRA OFFICIAL LANGUAGES ACT, 1964}

[11th January 1965}
Amended by Mah. 2 of 19967(3-1-1996).

4An Act to provide for the adoption of lan nguages which may be used for the official
purposes of the State inclading purposes of the Legislature of the State,

WHEREAS, it is expedient to provide for the adoption of languaces whlch may be
used for the official purposes of the State including purposes of the I Legislature of
the State ; It is hereby enacted in the: Fifteenth Year of the Republic of India as
follows —
1. (1) This Act may be called the Mabarashtra Offcial Tanguages Act, 1904 Short title,
: extent and
" (2) Tt extends to ‘he whole of the Stats of N’aharashtu- Co . commence-
(3) This section and sect 10;1 3 shah come inte force on t‘la 26th day of Ianuary
. 1965; and the remaining provisions of this Act shall come inte force on sucn date
-as the Stete Government may, by notification in the Oﬁﬁ‘czd Gazette, appoint; and
different -dates may be appointed for different provisions of this Act or dr’feront
matters rererred toin those pIO‘vlSlOllS

2. in this ixot uniess. tbe context requirés otherwise,— . Definitions.
(ay * (.;"omted day ” elation fo section 3 means the 26th day of January
1965 and in-relation to 2 iy other provision of -this Act or. amy such provision
relation to any m atter therein: reeans the day on "’ﬁ ich that provision or any

prVlSlO”’ in relation to that matter comes mito force

(b} ™ Constitution > means the Constituiion of India ;

1

(¢) ~ Marathi ” means -the Marathi language in Devnagari script which is

adthed in thls State under Governmvat Resolution in the Education and Social
Welfare uepartmem '\Io JTBK.1762-G, dated 20th July 1962

3. Notwithstanding ; hP £x pxrauon of the Deuod of fifteen years from the Continvance
commencement of the Constitution mentioned 1a article 210, the English language of Enslish
may. as from the appointed day, continue to be used, in acdzflon to Hindi and Ia“"“age

.,
Marathi, for the transaction of business in the’ Legls;aaure of the State. m “State

Legislature.
4. Sub}ecx to ths pTOVISIOﬂS of this Act. Marathi shall, as from the appointed day, ogmcial
be the langnage to be used forall official purposes referred to in article 345 of the language
COHSU'EUUOD as respects the State of Maharashtra except such purposes as the for ofiicial ;
ate Govrnment- may, by rales issued from time to time in the Officjal Gazerte, B P7% ¢
Specify and Hindi may be used as the official langnage for such excepted purposes. )

5. Marathi shall, as from the appointed day, be the languge to be used— Marathi
(a2} in Bills introduced (ot amendments thereto to be moved) in either House laﬂb?ﬂa L
of the Legislature of the State ; to be used ir

Bilis, etc.

"For Statement of Ghjacts and Ressons, see Maharshira Governnian Gazeitz, 1564, PartV Exua,
Dage 364,

SeeTLsl N T A ARt

P ints mndicates the date of commencement of the Acl



7328 Maharashtra Official Languages Act, 1964 {1965 : Mah. V

(b) 1n ali Acts passed by the Legislature of the State and in all Ordinances
promulgated by the Governor of Maharashtra under article 213 of the
Constitution ;

(c) in all orders, rules, regulations and by@-laws issued by the State Government
under the LODSU(UUOD or under any iaw made by Parliament or the Legislature
of the State :

{Provided that the State Government may use the Enghsh language for the
purposes of clauses (a) to (¢}, if it is satisfied that it is mecessary so to do under
special circumstancss or for technical reasons.

power 6. (/) The State Government may, by notification in the' Official Gazette, make

o make rples for carrying out the purposes of this Act.
Tules.

P (2) Every rule made under this section shall be laid, as soon as may be, after it

is made, before each House of the State Legislature swhile it is in session for a total
penod of thv‘ty days whzch may be comonspd in-one session” of-in two successive

-of pubhcatmn oi a not fe;
only in such modified. from of be of no effect, as the-case may be; 'so however, that

. any such modification or annulment shall be without prejudxce tothe vahdity to
, anythmg previously doné.or omitted to be done under that rule.

3 This proviso was added by Mah. 2 of 1996, 5.2.

g\

{”m

2 the Ofﬁczal Gazette of such ﬁecmon havc eﬁ”eCt 8

Reple
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In pursuance of clause (3) of article 348 of the Const1tut10n of India, the followmg translation

oo In Enghsh of the Maharashtra Official Languages (Amendment) Act, 2015 (Mah. Act No. XXXVI
.of 2015), is hereby published under the authonty of the Governor.

By order and in the name of the Governor of Maharashtra

» Dr. MANGALA THOMBARE,
Ve. Draftsman-cum-Joint Secretary to Government,
Law and Judiciary Department.

MAHARASHTRA ACT No. XXXVI OF 2015.

(First published, after having received the assent of the Governor in the
“Maharashtra Government Gazette”, on the 21st August 2015).

An Act further to amend the Maharashtra Official Languages Act, 1964.

ol\;lalhésgr WHEREAS, it is expedient further to amend the Maharashtra Official
Languages Act, 1964, for the purposes hereinafter appearing; it is hereby

enacted in the Sixty-sixth Year of the Republic of India as follows :—

1. This Act may be called the Maharashtra Official Languages Short title.
(Amendment) Act, 2015.

ol\f/[iki,‘s: 9. After section 1 of the Maharashtra Official Languages Act, 1964 Insertion of

T . - » new section

(hereinafter referred to as “the principal Act”) the following shall be 1A in Mah V
of 1965,

inserted, namely (—

“1A. The official language of the State of Maharashtra shall be Mmatf?i o be
the ofticial

Marathi.”. language of
State.

9}
D) e( ’
' E1re) Ro3—¢
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Amend; 3. In section 2 of the prlnmpal Act, for clause (¢), the following clause
t
se,,f,.nolsnz Zf shall be substituted, namely :—

.V oof . - Yy . . . .

Mah 1962 “c) “Marathi” means the Marathi language in Devnagari script
which is adopted in the State under Government Resolutions issued,
from time to time.”.
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