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PART XVII 

OFFICIAL LANGUAGE 

CHAPTER 1.—LANGUAGE OF THE UNIoN 

343. Official language of the Union. —(1) The official language of the Union shall be 

Hindi in Devanagari script. 

The form of numerals to be used for the official purposes of the Union shall be the interna-

tional form of Indian numerals. 

(2) Notwithstanding anything in clause(1), for a period of fifteen years from the commence-

ment of this Constitution, the English language shall continue to be used for all the official pur-

poses of the Union for which it was being used immediately before such commencement: 

Provided that the President may, during the said period, 1by order authorise the use of the 

Hindi language in addition to the English language and of the Devanagari form of numerals in 

addition to the international form of Indian numerals for any of the official purposes of the Union. 

(3) Notwithstanding anything in this article, Parliament may by law provide for the use, 

after the said period of fifteen years, of— 

(a) the English language, or 

(b) the Devanagari form of numerals, 

for such purposes as may be specified in the law. 

344 Conmussion and Comniittee of Parliament on official language —(1) The Presi 

dent shall, at the expiration of five years from the commencement of this Constitution and there 

after at the expiration of ten years from such commencement, by order constitute a Commission 

which shall consist of a Chairman and such other members representing the different languages 

specified in the Eighth Schedule as the President may appoint, and the order shall define the 

procedure to be followed by the Commission. 

(2) It shall be the duty of the Commission to make recommendations to the President as to— 

(a) the progressive use of the Hindi language for the official purposes of the Union; 

(b) restrictions on the use of the English language for all or any of the official purposes 

of the Union; 

(c) the language to be used for all or any of the purposes mentioned in article 348; 

(d) the form of numerals to be used for any one or more specified purposes of the Union; 

(e) any other matter referred to the Commission by the President as regards the official 

language of the Union and the language for communication between the Union and a State or 

between one State and another and their use. 

1. See C.O.41. 
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(3) In making their recommendations under clause (2), the Commission shall have due 

regard to the industrial, cultural and scientific advancement of India, and the just claims and the 

interests of persons belonging to the Non-Hindi speaking areas in regard to the public services. 

(4) There shall be constituted a Committee consistmg of thirty members, of whom twenty 

shall be members of the House of the People and ten shall be members of the Council of States to 

be elected respectively by the members of the House of the People and the members of the 

Council of States in accordance with the system of proportional representation by means of the 

single transferable vote. 

(5) It shall be the duty of the Committee to examine the recommendations of the Commis-

sion constituted under clause (1) and to report to th President their opinion thereon. 

(6) Notwithstanding anything in article 343, the President may, after consideration of the 

report referred to in clause (5), issue directions in accordance with the whole or any part of that 

report. 

Chapter 11.—Regional Languages 

345. Official language or languages of a State.—Subject to the provisions of articles 346 

and 347, the Legislature of a State may by law adopt .ny one or more of the languages in use in the 

State or Hindi as the language or languages to be used for all or any of the offcial purposes of that 

State: 

Provided that until the Legislature of the State otherwise provides by law, the English 

language shall continue to be used for those official purposes within the State for which it was 

being used immediately before the commencement of this Constitution. 

346. Officia1language for communication between one State and another or be-

tween a State and the Union.—The language for the time being authorised for use in the Union 

for official purposes shall be the official language for communication between one State and 

another State and between a State and the Union: 

Provided that if two or more States agree that the Hindi language should be the 

official language for communication between such States, that language may be used for such 

communication. 

347. Special provision relating to language spoken by a section of the population of 

a State.—On a demand being made in that behalf the President may, if he is satisfied that a 

substantial proportion of the population of a State desire the use of any language spoken by them 

to be recognised by that State, direct that such language shall also be officially recognised 

throughout that State or any part thereof for such purpose as he may specify. 

CHAPTER 111.—LANGUAGE OF THE SUPREME COURT, 

HIGH COURTS, ETC. 

348. Language to be used in the Supreme Court and in the High Courts and for 
Acts, Bills, etc.—(1) Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing provisions of this Part, until 

Parliament by law otherwise provides— 

(a) all proceedings in the Supreme Court and in every High Court, 
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(b) the authoritative texts— 

(i) of all Bills to be introduced or amendments thereto to be moved in either House of 
Parliament or in the House or either House of the Legislature of a State, 

(ii)-of all Acts passed by Parliament or the Legislature of a State and of all Ordinances 
promulgated by the President or the Governor * * * of a State, and 

(iu) of all orders, rules, regulations and bye-laws issued under this Constitution or under 
any law made by Parliament or the Legislature of a State, 

shall be in the English language. 

(2) Notwithstanding anything in sub-clause (aLof clause (1), the Governor '* * * of a State 
may, with the previous consent of the President, authorise the use of the Hindi language, or any 
other language used for any official purposes of the State, in proceedings in the High Court hav-
ing its principal seat in that State: 

Provided that nothing in this clause shall apply to any judgment, decree or order passed or 
made by such High Court. 

(3) Notwithstanding anything in sub-clause (b) of clause (1), where the Legislature of a State 
has prescribed any language other than the English language for use in Bills introduced in, or 
Acts passed by, the Legislature of the State or in Ordinances promulgated by the Governor 1* * * 

of the State or in any order, rule, regulation or bye-law referred to in paragraph (iii) of that sub-
clause, a translation of the same in the English language published under the authority of the 
Gavernor 1* * * of the State m the Official Gazette of that State shall be deemed to be the authori 
tative text thereof in the English language under this article. 

349. Special procedure for enactment of certain laws relating to language.—During 
the period of fifteen years from the commencement of this Constitution no Bill or amendment 
making provision for the language to be used for any of the purposes mentioned in clause (1) of 
article 348 shall be introduced or moved in either House of Parliament without the previous 
sanctiOn of the President, and the President shall not give his sanction to the introduction of any 
such Bill or the moving of any such amendment except after he has taken into consideration the 
recommendations of the Commission constituted under clause (1) of article 344 and the report of 
the Committee constituted under clause (4) of that article. 

CHAPTER W.—SPEcIu. DmEcIIVEs 

350. Language to be used in representations for redress of grievances.—Every 
person shall be entitled to submit a representation for the redress of any grievance to any officer 
or authority of the Union or a State in any of the languages used in the Union or in the State, as 
the case may be. 

2[350A. Facilities for instruction in mother-tongue at primary stage.—It shall be the 
endeavour of every State and of every local authority within the State to provide adequate 
facilities for instruction in the mother-tongue at the primary stage of education to children 
belonging to linguistic minority groups; and the President may issue such directions to any State 
as he considers necessary or proper for securing the provision of such facilities. 

1. The words or Rajpramukh " omitted by the Constitution (Seventh Amendment) Act, 1956, s. 29 and Sch. 

2. Ins, by s. 21, ibid. 
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MAHARASHThA ACT No. V OF i965' 

[THE MAHARASHTRA OFFICIAL LANGUAGES Aci, 1964] 

[11th January 1965] 

Amended by Mali. 2 of 1996ff3-l-1996). 

An Act to provide for the adoption Of languages which may be used for the official 
purposes of the State ineLeding purposes of the Legislature of the State. 

WHEREAS, it is expedient to provide for the adoptidn of languages which may be 
used for the official purposes of the State including purposes of the Legislature of 
the State ; It is hereby enacted in the Fifteenth Year of th.e Republic of India as 
follows 

1. (1) This Act may be called the Maharashtra Official Languages Act, 1964. 

(2 It extends to the whole of the State of Maharashtra 

(3 This secion and section 3 ahab come into force on the 26th day of January 
1965 and tue remaining p-oilons  of tius Act shell come into force on sucu date 
as tue Stae Go .iernrnent may by notificatLola in the Official Gazette., appo'nt, and 
different Gates may be appointed for different provisions o'  this Act or different 
matters referred tointhbso.provisions. 

Shod title, 
extent ãd 
commence-
ment. 

2. In this Act, unless. treçontext requires otherwise,— 
(a) ' ap;ointed day ' in rthtion to sec iOfl 3 means tue 26th day of January 

1965 ann 1n-relai.on to 'ny otter o'oirion of ti is Act or anj cncn pro uiSLOfl 

in relatior o any mattetnere1n means tue nay' on 'h'ch that p:oiion or any 
provision in relation to that mattercoiis into force 

(b) " Constitution " means the Constitution of India 

(c) "Marathi" means the Mar.athi language in Devnagari script which is 
adopted in tl.us Stae under Government Resolution in the Education and Social 
Welfare Department No TB}c. 1762-0 datea. 20tn July 1962 

3. Notwithstanding the expiration of. the period of fifteen y&ars from the 
commencement of the Constitution mentiOned in article 210, the English language 
may a f-om the appo'rtea conue to be used, in acdrtion LO Hincu and 
Marathi, for the transaction of business in the Legislature of the State. 

4. Subject to the provisio,ns.of this Act, Maratti shall, as from the appointed day, 
be the language to be usco. fo' eJi official purpoes referred to in article 345 of the 
Constitution as respects the Stace of 'iaharashtra ecept such purposes as the 
State Govrnmept may by i ules ssLed oni time to 1ime in the Official Gazette 
speci', and Hindi may be used as the official language for such excepted purposes. 

Definitions. 

Continuance 
of English 
language 
for use 
in State 
Legislature. 

Official 
language 
for official 
purposes of 
State. 

5. Marathj shall, as from the appointed day, be the languge to be used 
(a) in Bl1s introduced (or amendments thereto to be mo\led) in either House 

of the Legislature of the State 

1  For Statemcn1 of Cbjrcts and Reasons. :fohr,sbia o ,cn;CazsIa, 1964, Party Exrra. 
t)age 364. 
'aIS I CataS the date of cornrnrncemen of the Act. 

9j 
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(b) in all Acts passed by the Legislature of the State and in all Ordinances 
promulgated by the Governor of Maharashtra under article 213 of the 
Constitution 

(c) in all orders, rules3  regulations and bye4aws issued by the State Government 
under the Constitution or under any law made by Parliament or the Legislature 
of the State 

1[Provided that the State Government may 'ue the English language for the 
purposes of clauses (.a to (c), if it is satisfied that it is necessary so to do under 
special circumstances or 4or technical reasons. 

• Power 6. (1) The State Government may, .by notification in th& Official Gazette, make 
o make rules for carrying out the purposes of this Act. 

rules.' 
(2) Every rule made under this section shall be laid, as soon as may be, after it 

is made, before each House of the State Legis1athre hiie it is in session for a total 
period of thirty days which may be comprised in on session or in two successive 
sessions, and if, before the expiry of the sessidn'.ib k'hich'itis so'laid in the session 
immediately following, 'b.otb Houses' aee in makhg nny modification in'the rule 
or both Houses agree fhat the rule should not' be made, the rule tha'll from the date 
of publication of a no'tication iii the Official Gazette of such decision have effect 
only in such modified from or 'be of no effect, as the case may be;' so however, that 
any such modification or annulment shall be withoitt prejudice to the validity to 
anything previously done or omitted to be done under that rule. 

1This proviso was added by ,Mah. 2 of .1996, s2. 
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eiI. I-ii aI TfTfkt Irqtc1i-fl qc1 3tV.1]T 9 c.l f1H 31TJT 

if3-T -jq f4P1Tr 31ThM f1rtT (rfl 3i.1cII). 

In pursuance of clause (3) of article 348 of the Constitution of India, the following translation 
in English of the Maharashtra Official Languages (Amendment) Act, 2015 (Mah. Act No. XXXVI 
of 2015), is hereby published under the authority of the Governor. 

By order and in the name of the Governor of Maharashtra, 

DR. MANGALA THOMBARE, 
Tic. Draftsman-cum-Joint Secretary to Government, 

Law and Judiciary Department. 

MAHARASHTRA ACT No. XXXVI OF 2015. 

(First published, after having received the assent of the Governor in the 
"Maharashtra Government Gazette", on the 21st August 2015). 

An Act further to amend the Maharashtra Official Languages Act, 1964. 

Mah. V WHEREAS, it is expedient further to amend the Ma.harashtra Official of 1965. 
Languages Act, 1964, for the purposes hereinafter appearing; it is hereby 

enacted in the Sixty-sixth Year of the Republic of India as follows :- 

1. This Act may be called the Maharashtra Official Languages Short title. 

(Amendment) Act, 2015. 

Mab V 

of 1965.
2. After section 1 of the Maharashtra Official Languages Act, 1964 Insertion of 

new Section 

(hereinafter referred to as "the principal Act") the following shall be Mah. V 
of 1965. 

a 

inserted, namely  

"1A. The official language of the State of Maharas,htra shall he 

Marathi.". 

.\Iarathi o he 
the official 
langalage of 
State. 



Amend-
ment of 

section 2 of 
Mah. V of 

1965. 

HNI IH -1 'I"I44, '31ITTR3Tr T1 31T, 

3. In section 2 of the principal 
shall be substituted, namely :— 

"(c) "Marathi" means the 
which is adopted in the State 
from time to time.". 

Tt , O, 3 

Act, for clause (c), the following clause 

Marathi language in Devnagari script 
under Government Resolutions issued, 

AT 
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otifications pubhshed m Part tV-B of the Maharashtra Government Gazette 
Extraordinary, dated 30th Apr 1966) 

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT 
vaIaya,Boñtbay3, .Oti 

AHAR\SHTA OrFILki, LM,.GUS,Ls Act, 1964 
No OFL 106-z)-f —In eerciso f the powers 

on 1 ot the M iharashtra Ornci ii angui A 
Govtruiient ol 
date rvhict 

MABAPASHTR QJ1aAL L4GAGES ACT, 1964 
No OFL-1066-(zv)M —In exercise of the powers c ferred by sub-section (1) of 

section read with section 4 of the Maharashtra' Officia' taiiguages A&t 194 (Mah 
V of 1965), the Gvernment of Maharashtra hereby makes the followmg rules, 
namely — I 

: i i1iee .rmles rnav be dalléd. the Maharashtra OfficiàF Ládáe Exéted 
P—): rtuiies; 196-. 

2 The followmg purposes shall be eceptcd purpose fçit thp utposes of 
section 4 of the Maharashtra Official Languages Act, 1964, namely 

(1) correspondence with the Government of Inda and the- offices under it 
including Indian embasies, consular offices and trade conaxmssions 

(2) correspondence with any State Government with whom there is no agree 
inent as jsrrferrd to in the prOvisO to article 346 ofthe Constitution of India; 

(3) correspondance with foeign embassies or consulates; 
(4) the decisions or orders of any tribunal, board or authority (by whatever 

name called) constituted by or under any law for the tjm  being in force and 
exercising judicial or quasi jidtcial powers under such law, 

t t, 

hâhtIièiáOin&UJ: 
ptoflsions of seioii1aud 

- iJ.__!  

0 



Ii 

(6) oorrespondn with the Accountant General; 

(7) all statements for legal opinions and all legal opinions legal briefs, all 
propositions for legislation or conveyancing and drafting of legislation and con 
veyanclng matters connected with litigation in the High Court and Supreme 
Court legal compilations, and law examinations, 

(8) administration of Notanes Act, 1952 
(9 Indian Law Repots 
(10) medica1 prescriptions, post mortem report and reports in mediw-legal 

cases and such other technical matters in the Medical Department of the State 
Government 

By order and in the ime of the Governor of Maharashtra 

b. R. P1ADHAN, 
Chief Secr6tàxy to Gôvèrnnaent. 
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